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The Eastern Missouri Western Illinois 46
th
 

Holy Convocation was held June 13
th
 to June 

22
nd

 at Williams Temple Church of God In 

Christ, Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten, Prelate, 

Mother Rosetta Watts, Supervisor. We were 

blessed and honored this year to have the Most 

Right Reverend Presiding Bishop Charles E. 

Blake of the Church of God In Christ as our 

guest speaker on Monday night, June 16, 2008. 

His topic was ñStriking Out Your Destinyò. 

God truly poured out His spirit in a mighty 

way, as he ministered under the anointing of the 

Holy Ghost, as we ñstruck out our destinyò. 

We began the Holy Convocation with a three 

day fast and shut-in throughout the jurisdiction. 

II Chronicles 7:14 admonishes us that, ñif my 

people which are called by my name shall 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 

hear from heaven and forgive their sins and 

heal the landò. We ended the consecration with 

an anointing service and holy communion, 

where Supt. Buster Ollie brought a powerful 

word from the Lord. God saved, healed and 

delivered throughout the Holy Convocation as a 

result of the fervent effectual prayers of the 

righteous, which availeth much. 

God ministered through music on Saturday 

night, June 14
th
 at the premusical under the 

direction of state minister of music, Missionary 

Rosalee Keys. Dynamic, anointed speakers 

were scheduled throughout the week. God used 

each speaker in a mighty way and we 

experienced a powerful move of God. 

Tuesday 17th ï Admin. Asst. Theodas Sanders 

Wednesday 18th ï Admin. Asst. Elmer Goodlow 

Thursday 19th ï Supervisor Mo. Rosetta Watts 

Friday 20th ï Admin. Asst. Courtney Sanders 

Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake Speaks At EMWI 46th Holy Convocation 

 

 

Prayer services, classes for youth and adults and 

the hour of power service were held each day. 

Free lunch was also provided. A very powerful 

youth explosion and street witnessing encounter 

were held on Saturday. SWAT (Soul Wining 

Across Town) Teams canvassed the 

neighborhoods and many souls were won for 

Jesus. The youth explosion was held at the Bishop 

L.M. Wooten Family Life Center. The youth sang, 

praised God, heard the word, played games, ate 

delicious food and practiced their basketball skills. 

           

The highlight of the EMWI 46
th
 Holy Convocation 

was Official Day, Sunday, June 22, where Bishop 

Lawrence M. Wooten brought the word of God. 

His message was entitled ñNow is the Time For 

Your Breakthrough and New Beginningò. God 

poured out as we rejoiced, danced and magnified 

God after hearing such a powerful word from our 

leader. At the end of the service, six Ministers 

were ordained as Elders of EMWI Church of God 

In Christ. 

This was the greatest Holy Convocation we have 

witnessed in EMWI. Souls were saved and bodies 

healed. Saints revived and God truly had His way. 

We experienced a breakthrough and new 

beginning. We continuously thank God for our 

anointed leaders; Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten, 

Prelate and our Supervisor, Mother Rosetta Watts. 

Elders Ordained on June 22, 2008 

Official Day on June 22, 2008 

Eastern Missouri Western Illinois Jurisdiction 

Church of God In Christ 
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Kingdom Business   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phil. 3:10-ñThat I may know 

Him, and the power of His 

resurrection, and the 

fellowship of His sufferings, 

being made conformable unto 

His deathéò 

 

Are you prepared to march 

into the future with 

resurrection power? 

Resurrection power is the 

ability to bring back to life 

that which is dead or dying. 

The world is filled with dead 

situations that need to be 

resurrected: dead finances, 

sick bodies, broken homes, 

etc. God has given us the life 

giving power of the Holy 

Ghost, with the evidence of 

speaking in tongues as the 

Spirit gives utterance. 

 

What a convention it was!!! 

The Pre-Convention 

Consecration and 12 hour 

Shut-In and Prayer set the 

spiritual tone for an anointed, 

power-packed week!!   

The Womenôs Chorus 

performance, from the Pre-

Musical on, was second to 

none as they sang with the 

anointing each night!   

 

All participation on every 

level, including our Thursday 

morning workshops was 
exceptional.  Thursday night, 

Mother Watts took us on a 

trip. . .on the ñHighway of 

Holinessò with a spirit of 

prayer, an attitude of praise, 

and with the outcome of 

power.     

Mother Watts taught under 

the anointing of God to help 

us as we traveled on the 

ñHighway of Holinessò to help 

us learn to read and obey the 

 

According to Mark 16:17-18, 

And these signs shall follow 

them that believe, in my name 

shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues; 

they shall take up serpents; 

and if they drink any deadly 

thing it shall not hurt them; 

they shall lay hands on the 

sick and they shall recover. 

 

Are these signs of resurrection 

power following you? Many 

believers have received the 

Holy Ghost, but they are not 

marching with resurrection 

power. Stir up the gift of the 

Holy Ghost that is within you 

and these signs will follow 

you. Stir up the gift through 

prayer, fasting and Godôs 

word. Communication with 

God is essential in order to 

know Him in the power of His 

resurrection. Through prayer, 

fasting and the word, we 

become sensitive to His voice, 

and are able to do ñgreater 

worksò to promote the 

kingdom of God in this 

perverse generation. 

 Get Ready! Get Set! And 

MARCH into the future with 

resurrection power and 

authority. And from the days 

of John the Baptist until now, 

the kingdom of heaven 

suffereth violence, and the 

violent take it by force. Itôs 

time for a violent takeover. 

 

 

 

 

 

signs.  If you have ever taken 

a trip, you know there are 

things you need to do as you 

travel along the highway.  You 

need a map to know how to 

get there and you must have 

the ability to read the road 

signs.  Mother Watts told us 

that every sign has a meaning 

and for a safe arrival, you 

must OBEY them. STOP - 

whatever you are doing that 

will keep you from getting into 

heaven. You need to stop, 

donót let the devil tempt you 

into doing something you 

know you shouldnót do.  DO 

NOT ENTER - there are 

places you just donôt need to 

go or relationships you donôt 

need to be in.  DETOUR - we 

were made aware that 

sometimes we need to go 

another route to get where we 

have to go because the way we 

are going is not safe and will 

cause us to get off the 

highway.  FALLING ROCK - 

this requires us to be cautious 
because we never know when 

we may fall or something may 

become an obstacle in our 

path to keep us from getting 

to our destination. DIVIDED 

HIGHWAY - she askedéare 

you traveling on the right 

highwayéyou may want to go 

in one direction but you could 

take another if you donót read 

the sign properly, (i.e. instead 

of taking Highway 40 when it 

divides to Memphis, you may 

be continually driving on 

Highway 55 heading into 

Mississippi).   We need to be 

watchful. 

 

In order to obtain ñA 

Breakthrough into the Future 

with Prayer, Praise and 

Powerò we need to stay 

focused on the Highway of 

Holiness which will allow us to 

move ñInto a Powerful 
 

New Beginningò. Mother 

Watts stressed, if you want 

to get to heaven, you must 

stay on the ñrightò 

highwayéThe Highway of 

Holiness! 
 

Our jurisdictional Prelate 

ended the convention with 

an electrifying message, 

letting us know that we 

can mentor the next 

generation with the Holy 

Ghost break-through 

power, knowing that our 

blessing is ñCloser Than It 

Appearsò. 

 

 

From the Desk of Area Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten 
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 Orphans from Uganda East Africa Adopted By 
Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten and 

International Evangelist Shirley Wooten 

 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Bishop Lawrence M. Wooten of Eastern Missouri 

Western Illinois Jurisdiction, COGIC, St. Louis, 

Missouri and his wife Evangelist Shirley Wooten 

have adopted two little orphan girls from Uganda, 

East Africa: 

Sarah NaKanwagi , now Sarah Marcella Wooten, 

2 years old and Grace Sanyu, now Grace Sherita 

Wooten, 3 years old. They are now permanent 

residents of the United States. 

 

Bishop and Lady Wooten have four adult children 

and 12 grandchildren. But they heard the cry of 

Africaôs children where poverty, hunger and aids 

are wide spread, and thousands of innocent 

children die daily. For the past five years they have 

sponsored hundreds of orphans in Uganda, East 

Africa at the Bishop L.M. Wooten Orphanage 

Secondary School, providing food, clothing, 

shelter and education. Evangelist Wooten is the 

Coordinator of the Orphans and Widows of 

COGIC in Uganda, under Bishop Bobby 

Henderson, Prelate of Uganda and Mother Eloise 

Russell, Supervisor. 

 

After sponsoring orphans in Uganda for several 

years, they decided to adopt two orphans and bring 

them to America. This was a long, tedious process, 

but when they looked at these happy, lovely 

angels, Sarah and Grace, they realize this was 

ordained by God and certainly worth the effort. 

Sarah and Grace were malnourished and very sick 

with malaria while in Uganda, but now they are 

healthy, very intelligent and energetic. They lived 

outdoors and had no place to call home; now they 

have their own lovely room at the Wootenôs 

residence. 

 

Sarah and Grace had never seen a car or TV, nor 

had they experienced electricity or a flushing 

toilet. Light bothered them because they were 

accustomed to being in the dark. They had not 

received their baby vaccinations, and their diet was 

mostly corn meal mixed with water. Their life 

expectancy was very short because many children 

die young of malaria and hunger. 

But God saw fit to choose Sarah and Grace from 

among thousands of children and place them in a 

peaceful, loving home, where they are growing 

and learning. They now speak English fluently, 

can count, say ABCôs, sing songs and ask for 

McDonaldôs french fries, like all American kids. 

If the Lord delays His coming, perhaps they will 

be as Joseph, and one day return to Africa to help 

other orphans. Bishop Lawrence Wooten 

embraced the vision of Presiding Bishop Charles 

E. Blake which is to help ñsave Africaôs 

childrenò. African Americans should be to Africa 

as the Jews are to Israel. Over 17 million children 

on the continent of Africa have no parents. We 

should reach back and help our brothers and 

sisters. We are our brothersô keepers. 

 

Bishop L.M. Wooten, Evang. Shirley Wooten 

and Eastern Missouri Western Illinois 

Jurisdiction COGIC, St. Louis, Missouri are 

determined to continue to help save Africaôs 

children.  

 

There is a Cry from the orphans and widows in 

Uganda - a plea for us to help our brothers and 

sisters as Joseph did in the Bible. Donôt you want 

to hear him say well done thy good and faithful 

servant? HEED THE CRY by sponsoring an 

orphan for only $30 a month. When you sponsor 

a child, you save a life and often help a widow 

who is unable to care for her child. 

 

If you would like more information or would like 

to see pictures of the children, etc. you may 

contact: 
 

International Evangelist Shirley Wooten 

Coordinator of Orphans and Widows for  

Uganda, East Africa 

Williams Temple COGIC 

1500 N. Union Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63113 

314-741-9056 Home   314-583-0610 Cell 

Email: ladywooten@sbcglobal.net 

 

Bishop L.M. Wooten 
Lady Shirley Wooten 

Grace Wooten 
Sarah Wooten 

Bishop L.M. Wooten  
Orphanage and School 

Evang. Wooten with orphans 
in Uganda, East Africa 

Grace & Sarah could have been 

another fatal statistic, but now alive 

& healthy in Wootenôs home 


